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Message from our president 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

2018 was a year of Purpose and Partnership.  Black Men Read’s mission to 

materially affect the literacy rates of Black boys and consequently Black men is not a 

destination we can reach on our own.  It is not enough to be clear and focused on 

our goal, but we must align with likeminded individuals and organizations who hold 

the same passion.  In 2018, our first year in existence as a non-profit organization, 

was an early success primarily due to our alignment with key community partners. 

Black Men Read exists to ignite and empower communities of color by inspiring 

literacy.  We believe through mentorship and advocacy; we can significantly improve 

educational outcomes and foster a lifelong love of reading in our target group: Black 

boys and Black men.  It is this mission that we used as a foundational connection to 

our educational partners, Henrico County School system and Highland Springs High 

School (Highland Springs, VA.) 

Through our initial partnership with Highland Springs High School we established 

ourselves as a stable force for change.  We donated diverse literature to help 

support the school’s main library as well as their Little Public library.  We sponsored 

50 students to attend the movie adaptation of the award-winning book, “The Hate U 

Give”, as part of a school wide field trip.  We also co-sponsored the school’s Poetry 

Slam workshop, facilitated by the talented poet, Roscoe Burnems. 

Without a doubt these are small wins in the war against illiteracy.  We know that a 

sustained presence and increased focus on modelling is most important.  Modelling 

the behavior of reading will be our primary focus in 2019.  This means volunteering 

to read with young adults and children in schools and community centers.  This 

means turning off the television and reading with the adolescent members of our 

household.  This means discussing books on social media and in social settings like 

barbershops and churches.  This means we have work to do. 

In closing, I would like to specifically thank Black Men Read’s donors and supporters.  

Your prayers, words of encouragement and affirmation as well as your tangible 

donations are the fuel driving this engine of change.  We could not do any of this 

without you. Thank you! 

 

President, Black Men Read 
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Mission 

BLACK MEN READ exists to ignite and empower communities of color by 

inspiring literacy.  Through mentorship and advocacy, we aim to improve 

educational outcomes and foster a lifelong love of reading with a focus on 

Black men and boys. 

 

Focus Areas 

Improve Diverse Title Access 

Kids grow best when they can have fun reading stories of 

adventure and personal interest if they can see themselves on 

the pages.  Part of our mission is to make sure every Black boy 

has access to diverse titles with characters that reflect their 

image and personal experience and written by authors of color, 

both male and female. 

 

 

Infuse Fun Into Reading 

Reading a book takes the reader to a new destination.  This 

destination can be a far away universe of unusual creatures 

and habitats.  The destination can be a familiar setting like my 

neighborhood with a strange twist like dragons or a never-

ending snow storm.  No matter the destination of the book 

reading is fun and the activity, especially for young readers, 

should be just as fun. 

 

 

Establish Community Connections 

Our goal is clear: eliminate illiteracy in Black males.  This is a 

large and aggressive goal but one we believe we will see in our 

lifetime.  In order to realize this goal, we must align with 

likeminded individuals and organizations who hold the same 

passion.   
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Focus Area 1: Diverse Title Access 

It is critical that we flood all available literature access points with as much diverse titles as 

possible. Young Black male readers need to see themselves in the stories they read, most 

importantly as powerful, creative and wholesome characters.   

We take it as part of our duties to ensure that community libraries (also called Little Free 

Libraries), school libraries, classroom libraries, etc. have as many of titles, both new and 

old, as we can find.  In 2018, we approached this goal in two ways in our short 5 months 

as a nonprofit: 

1. School Donations: We donated books directly to our community partner, Highland 

Springs High School, for distribution to their main school library as well as their free 

community library. 

2. Individual Donations: One great way to model the importance of reading and 

connect with potential readers is to talk about reading and share books.  We talked 

with and discussed books with Black males, both young and old, and left them with 

books to continue their reading journey. 

 

Focus Area 2: Fun in Reading 

Reading should super charge your imagination.  Reading should make you laugh and 

chuckle.  Reading should sweep you off your feet and float you through new worlds and 

unimaginable situations.  But reading is just the beginning.  Reading leads to sharing like 

in book clubs (e.g. Highland Springs HS book club) and social media (Links: Instagram, 

Facebook, and Twitter).  Reading sparks the reader to write and express their own story.  

And reading also leads to one of our favorite activities: watching movies based on books 

and comparing the two. 

In 2018, we had a great deal of fun reading books and sharing with our book friends.  

1. “The Hate U Give” Movie Field Trip  

In collaboration with our partner school, Highland Springs 

High School, we were able to co-sponsor and chaperone a 

school field trip to see the film adaptation of Angie Thomas’ 

NY Times bestseller, “The Hate U Give.”  The school had 

this book as its focus book for multiple grades and English 

classes and supplemented the classroom discussions with 

a field trip attended by over 250 students.  We were proud 

to sponsor 50 students. 

  

  

Highland Springs High School Book Club 
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2. Poetry Slam Workshop  

In another collaboration with our partner school, Highland Springs High School, we were able to 

co-sponsor a Poetry Slam workshop led by the amazing Roscoe Burnems.  The students had 

an amazing time merging their reading and music experiences into creating artistic works of art. 

 

Focus Area 3: Building Partnerships 

The only way we will inspire literacy in black males in our community is working in concert 

with likeminded community organizations and groups.  Our partner organizations share 

one common passion: the love of reading!   

We now have educational, book club, musical, community organization and individual 

partners and much more to come. 

 

 

  



 

6 
 

Resources & Financial Management 

As with any startup, Black Men Read used its first year to establish itself legally and financially 

consequently occurring normal business fees (see Fig. 2). These fees over time will not scale in 

concert with rising financial accruals and will become a significantly smaller percentage over time.  

Strategy Information 

Individual contributions as well as Board member dues were our only sources of income in 2018.  

This will change as organizational grants, corporate donations as well as item sales will add to 

the financial resources available to the organization.   

Our 2018 strategy was focused on establishing a strong brand and a strategic focus on only those 

initiatives we could support without risking our financial stability.  This strategy was deemed a 

success and we ended 2018 with a small surplus.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

73%

27%

Fig. 1: Income Sources (2018)

Contributions Income Board Dues

24%

33%
7%

36%

Fig. 2: Resource Usage (2018)

Administrative Expenses Partner Donations

Other Expenses Net Income (Loss)
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Donate to One of Our Causes 

In order to meet our goals, we will need generous individuals and 

organizations to help us make it happen.  People like you are the 

reason we will be successful.  Your donations, both large and 

small, will make an enormous impact in the outcomes of so many 

families. 

We make giving to Black Men Read easy by providing multiple 

donation options.  Make your donation to by choosing one of the 

options below: 

1. Donation page on our website (Uses PayPal): Click here. 

2. Cash App (Service of Square): Click here. 

3. Mail a check or money order to the mailing address below. 

Mailing address: 

PO Box 37250  
North Chesterfield, VA 23234 

 

Thank you for making a difference! 
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           Connect with Us!            

(804) 476-8408 | contact@blackmenreadnow.com 


